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ST. PAUL’S EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI

December 22, 2019

WELCOME TO WORSHIP
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. It’s encouraging to see 
parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child is restless, you can use the 
Family Room to calm your child.  Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side 
of the Worship Center. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service and 
listening devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers or greeters can help you 
find the restrooms, family room or answer your other questions.

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY

God will come to save his people, just as he promised. He saves them through the virgin 
born Son of David who is also the Son of God, Immanuel. The Church prays for God to 
come in power to take away the burden of our sins. Since the Garden, there has been only 
one promised plan to do that: God would take on flesh and blood. Immanuel comes—
God in the flesh—exactly as promised to save his people. 

The liturgical color1 for this Sunday is blue, as our eyes are drawn to the blue skies in 
anticipation of our Lord’s return in glory.

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2018 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. 
Used by permission: www.wartburgproject.org

Hymns and liturgy marked CW can be found in the red hymnals in the pew racks, Christian Worship: A Lutheran 
Hymnal.  Service of the Word. Words and Music. © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved.  
Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-719903
“White as Snow.” By Leon Olguin. © 1990 Sound Truth Publishing, Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing 
(Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc.). Used by permission: CCLI#145043
“Lift Up Your Heads, You Mighty Gates” Text, Tune and Setting: public domain.
“Even So Come.” by Jason Ingram, Chris Tomlin, and Jess Cates. © 2015 sixstep Songs (BMI) Worship Together 
Music S.D.G. Publishing (BMI) Vistaville Music obo Itself (ASCAP) Go Mia Music (ASCAP) Charissamsongs 
Inc./Sony ATV Timber Publishing (SESAC) Open Hands Music (SESAC) Admin by Sony/ ATV music Publishing). 
All Rights Reserved. Used by permission: CCLI#145043

1 The liturgical color is found on the pastor's stole and the piece of cloth hanging from the pulpit.
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SERVICE OF THE WORD
Service of the Word draws the believer’s attention to the proclamation of the Gospel in the Word of God.  

WELCOME

OPENING HYMN My Soul Now Magnifies the Lord | CW 274 (tune CW 38)

Please stand.
CALL TO WORSHIP  

Minister (M): The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 
and the love of God and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit be with you.

Congregation (C):  And also with you. 

CONFESSION OF SINS
M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his 

dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and 
punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

C:  Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways       
I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting 
in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. 
Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.

M:  God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent 
death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own 
dear child. May God give you the strength to live according to his will.

C:  Amen.

PRAYER AND PRAISE
M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

This song captures the words of 
the Song of Mary, which she sang 
after Gabriel announced that she 
would be the bearer of Immanuel 
(Luke 1:46-55). Notice how she 
emphasizes the work that “God 

with us” would accomplish.
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White As Snow

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M:  Let us pray.

Hear our prayer, Lord Jesus Christ, and come with the good news of your mighty 
deliverance. Drive the darkness from our hearts and fill us with your light; for you 
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 
Be seated

The Word

FIRST LESSON  Isaiah 7:1-17 
A well-known promise was made in a surprising original context.
After the reading, the announcement is made:

M:   The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God!



5

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 24 | CW Hymn 3 (1,2,4)

Lift up your heads, you mighty gates! 
Behold, the King of glory waits.
The King of kings is drawing near; 
The Savior of the world is here.
Life and salvation he will bring; 
Therefore rejoice and gladly sing.
To God the Father raise 
Your joyful songs of praise.

The King is born in poverty, 
His chariot is humility,
His kingly crown is holiness, 
His scepter, pity in distress.
The end of all our woe he brings; 
Therefore the earth is glad and sings.
To Christ the Savior raise 
Your grateful hymns of praise.

Fling wide the portals of your heart; 
Make it a temple set apart
From earthly use for heaven's employ, 
Adorned with prayer and love and joy.
So shall your Sov'reign enter in 
And new and nobler life begin.
To God alone be praise 
For word and deed and grace!

SECOND LESSON  Romans 1:1-7 
Since every promise is held together in Christ, we have grace and peace from God.
After the reading, the announcement is made:
M:   The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God! 

The words of “Lift Up Your Heads, 
You Mighty Gates” basically mirror 

the message of Psalm 24: “The King of 
Glory is coming; prepare to meet him 

with faith-filled hearts!”
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LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLES
M: We light four Advent candles, remembering Jesus, the Son of God and Son of 

Mary.  He came to share our humanity. 
C: We remember Jesus, whose name means Savior. He came to save his people 

from their sins.
M: We hear his call to give him a place in our hearts.
C: We light four Advent candles as a sign of our joy and hope.
M: Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest.
C: Through your Word and Spirit our souls be blessed.

Please stand.
GOSPEL  Matthew 1:18-25
Jesus was born to fulfill what God had promised.
After the reading, the announcement is made: 
M:   This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
C:  Praise be to you, O Christ! 
Be seated

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE  
The children are invited to come forward for an object lesson.

HYMN Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel |CW 23
Contemporary Setting

SERMON  - THE LORD HIMSELF WILL GIVE YOU A SIGN

Please stand.
CONFESSION OF FAITH  Apostles’ Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.  
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He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.
Be seated

THANK OFFERING 
St. Paul’s members offer their first and their best to their Savior in order to 
support the sharing of the Gospel through our church and our worldwide church 
body, the WELS.  Our guests do not need to feel obligated to participate.  We ask 
that everyone, guests and members, sign the Friendship Register which will be 
passed out during the offering.  If the gospel message has moved you to give and 
you would like an electronic option, you can scan this QR code with your mobile 
phone.  It will connect you with our website’s giving page.

MUSICAL OFFERING 

Please stand. 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M: O Emmanuel, our King and Lord, the 

Anointed of the nations and their Savior:
C: Come and save us, O Lord, our God.
M: Lead us to acknowledge that we are sinners 

in your sight and restore to us the joy of 
your salvation.

C: Amen.
M: O Wisdom, breath of the Most High, 

pervading and permeating all creation:
C: Come and make us friends of God.
M: Help us to hear again during this season the precious promises of your coming 

that we may find joy in the celebration of your holy birth, confidence as your Word 
works in our hearts, and hope as we long for you to come again in glory.

C: Amen.
M: O Lord of lords and leader of the house of Israel, who appeared to Moses in the 

burning bush and gave him the law on Sinai:
C: Come and save us with outstretched arms.

The Great O Antiphons are seven brief 
prayers traditionally sung on the seven 
days before Christmas Eve and are the 

basis of our Hymn of the Day, “O 
Come, O Come, Emmanuel.” The 
Christian Church has used these 

prayers for at least the last 1300 years. 
Each antiphon begins with the 

acclamation “O” and addresses Jesus by 
one of his messianic titles, asking him to 

come and fulfill his promises to us.



8

M: Give us power every day to battle against Satan, our sinful nature, and the evil 
around us so that our hearts may find rest in you alone.  

C: Amen.
M: O Root of Jesse, standing as a signal to the nations, before whom all kings are mute, 

to whom the nations will do homage:
C: Come and save us; delay no longer.
M: Guide those you permit to govern the nations of the world.  Lead all of humankind 

to acknowledge your divine power in this created world that many might seek you 
and find your love in the gospel.  

C: Amen.
M: O Key of David and Ruler of the house of Israel, when you open, none can close, 

when you close, no one can open.
C: Come and proclaim liberty to the captives and set the down-trodden free.
M: Help us witness to family and friends who are struggling under the weight of sin 

because they do not know your love.  Let our words comfort those who are 
grieving, afraid, confused, and burdened by an accusing conscience.   

C: Amen.
M: O radiant Dawn, splendor of eternal light and Sun of righteousness:
C: Come and give light to those who live in darkness and the shadow of death.
M: Watch over those who are sick in body or mind, heal those who have been injured, 

relieve the pain of those with terminal illnesses, and give medical personnel and 
caregivers strength and patience in their ministry of mercy. 

C: Amen.
M: O King of the nations, the ruler they long for, the cornerstone binding all together:
C: Come and save the people you fashioned from the dust of the earth.
M: Bring peace to our troubled world, restore unity in families that have been broken 

by sin and strife, and lead us to be faithful friends and loving family members.
C: Amen.

Special Prayers & Intercession

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread; forgive us our sins, as we 
forgive those who sin against us; lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  
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Be seated. 
HYMN Even So Come

Congregation joins on the refrain.

All of creation, all of the earth,
make straight a highway, a path for the Lord;
Jesus is coming soon.

Call back the sinner, wake up the saint,
let ev’ry nation shout of Your fame;
Jesus is coming soon.

Refrain:

There will be justice, all will be new.
Your name forever, Faithful and True.
Jesus is coming soon.

Refrain

So, we wait, we wait for You.
God, we wait, You’re coming soon.
So, we wait, we wait for You.
God, we wait, You’re coming soon.
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Like a bride waiting for her groom.
we’ll be a church ready for You.
Ev’ry heart longing for our King. We sing:

Refrain

Even so, come, Lord Jesus, come.
Even so, come, Lord Jesus, come.

Please stand.
CLOSING PRAYER 
M:  Let us pray together.
C:  Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe 

and do. Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we 
may be strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in 
death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

BLESSING
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in 

harmony with one another. Serve the Lord 
with gladness. The Lord bless you and keep 
you. The Lord make his face shine on you 
and be gracious to you. The Lord look on 
you with favor and (+) give you peace.

C:  Amen. 

Be seated.
CLOSING HYMN Jesus! Name of Wondrous Love |CW 76

WELS CONNECTION – Prison Ministry

Notice how v. 4 of this hymn echoes 
the words of the angel to Joseph in 
Matthew 1:21—Jesus will save his 

people from their sins!
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TAKE HOME QUESTIONS

1. What is something new you learned about the promise found in Isaiah 7:14?

2. Compare and contrast Ahaz in Isaiah 7 and Joseph in Matthew 1. How were their 
situations similar? How were their situations different? What can we learn from both 
of them?

3. You can read more about Ahaz and his situation with Rezin and Pekah in 2 Kings 16. 
What picture of Ahaz do you get from that chapter?

4. Paul’s opening chapter of his letter to the Romans centers his message on Jesus. How 
does he show the Romans in those verses that the entire Bible centers on Jesus?
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

THIS SUNDAY’S BIBLE STUDY
Bible Translations: Who, What, Why, and How?
Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 a.m.

HOLIDAY SERVICE SCHEDULE

Tuesday, Dec. 24 at 6: 30 PM - Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
Wednesday, Dec. 25 at 9:00AM – Christmas Morning Worship with communion
Sunday, Dec. 29 at 8:00 & 10:30AM – Sunday Worship with Pastor Valleau
Tuesday, Dec. 31 at 6:30PM – New Year’s Eve Worship with communion
Sunday, Jan. 5 at 8:00 & 10:30AM – Epiphany Sunday Service with communion
Monday, Jan. 6 at 6:30PM – Monday Might Worship resumes

WATCH US ON TV

The local public access channel, Wisconsin Rapids Community Media (WRCM), regularly 
shows our worship services on Wednesdays at 3:00 PM and Sundays at 6:00 PM.  On 
Friday, Dec. 27, they will show our School Christmas Service at 2:00 PM followed by our 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service at 3:00 PM. You can also see the Christmas Eve Service 
on Monday, Dec. 30 at 9:00 PM. You can find WRCM on Solarus channel 3 or Charter 
channel 985.

You can also watch our service online. They are streamed on both facebook and our 
website: www.stpaulswr.org/watch. You can also find past worship services there, so you 
can watch them at a later date.

WANT TO KNOW MORE ABOUT THE CHRISTIAN FAITH? Jan. 9 | 6:30 PM

In January, Pastor Proeber is offering a bible study, called A People Close to God, which 
covers the core teachings of the Bible.  Anyone is invited. We will explore questions like 
“How can you know the Bible is true?” “Why is there so much hardship in this world?” 
and “How do you get faith?” This class is essential for those interested in church 
membership. Classes will be held on Thursdays at 6:30 PM beginning Jan. 9.  If this time 
does not work for you, please contact Pastor Proeber about alternatives.
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HOLIDAY OFFICE HOURS

The church office will be open limited hours during the next two weeks.  It would be best 
if you call ahead before stopping by.  Pastor Proeber will be visiting relatives out of town. 
However, if there is an emergency, you can reach Pastor Proeber on his cell phone at 989-
780-3184.

WANT A HEALTHIER MARRIAGE?

St. Pauls’ is partnering with other WELS Churches to help you maintain and strengthen 
your marriage.  The seminar runs all day Saturday, Feb. 8 (10AM-5PM) and Sunday 
afternoon, Feb. 9 (12-5PM) at the Eron’s Event Barn near Stevens Point.  The cost is only 
$30 per couple including a catered lunch both days. Sign up on our website 
(stpaulswr.org) or contact the church at 715-421-3634.

WORKOUT WITH THE WILDCATS

Jump start your resolution to get in shape! Join the NLHS Workout with the Wildcats on 
Saturday, Jan. 4 from 9:00 – 11:00 AM. For a minimum $10 donation, you can participate 
in a music-infused morning of Zumba, Pound, and Yoga at Northland Lutheran High 
School.  Proceeds from this fun event will benefit Northland’s Physical Education 
programs. For more information, visit nlhs.og.

NEED A LAST MINUTE GIFT?

Our book store has a selection of children’s books, adult coloring books, devotionals, 
music CDs, and more.  Many of these are at discounted prices. Our bookstore is located 
in the Resource Center. Just deposit your payment in the black cash box on the table and 
take your purchases home right away.

SERVING AT THE FOOD PANTRY

Our church family is volunteering at the local food pantry (SWEPS).  We will be filling 
grocery orders on Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday from noon to 4:00 PM and 
on Tuesday from 4:00 to 7:00 PM. To volunteer, contact Judy Anderson at 715-423-5922 or 
5JAnderson@charter.net.
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WELS AND OTHER CHRISTIANS Jan. 12 | 9:15AM

We all know people who are Christians but aren’t members of the Wisconsin Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod (WELS).  If we all believe in Jesus as our Savior, why do we have all these 
different Christian churches? Are there really that many differences? In January, our 
Sunday morning Bible class will give you further understanding of what each 
denomination generally teaches and believes. This series of studies begins on Jan. 12.  We 
meet in the dining room from 9:15-10:15 AM.

WELS UNITED SKI TRIP!  

All are welcome to join area church members at Nine Mile Forest (8704 Red Bud Rd., 
Wausau) on Jan. 4.  The day begins at 9:30 am with Bible study at the chalet, then on to 
the beauties of creation, good exercise, and Christian fellowship on the trails.  RSVP 
BEFORE CHRISTMAS at 715-693-2910 or ilcmosinee@gmail.com

PANCAKE BRUNCH Jan. 5 | 9:00AM-1:00PM

Our Lutheran Pioneers will serve their annual Pancake Brunch on Sunday, Jan. 5.  The 
menu includes pancakes, potato pancakes, French toast, sausages and more. A freewill 
offering will be taken to support the Lutheran Pioneers program.

HIRING: BUS DRIVER

Northland Lutheran High School (NLHS) needs a regular, dependable bus driver for the 
Wisconsin Rapids route. Currently, the bus is driven by teachers and our administrative 
assistant. These people already carry more than full loads with their classroom and office 
duties, and daily bus driving compounds their schedules and stresses.  This driver job is 
paid; training and testing is handled and paid for through Northland; the passengers are 
wonderful kids. A retired person could easily take this on. Call Ryan at 715-297-4427 or 
the NLHS office at 715-359-3400 if you or someone you know is/are interested.

HIRING: PART-TIME JANITORIAL WORKER

We are in need of someone to daily clean the restrooms, hallways and more.  This position 
is for 20 hours per week. For more information, please contact Fred Camacho at 715-323-
4566 or facjac@charter.net. 
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CALENDAR                      December 22-29

SUNDAY 8:00 AM Worship 
9:00 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria
9:15 AM Sunday School for grades 4K-6 in Room 106

10:30 AM Worship

TUESDAY 6:30 PM Christmas Eve Candlelight Service

WEDNESDAY 9:00 AM Christmas Morning Service

THURSDAY 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
6:00 PM Men’s Devotional Basketball in the gym

SUNDAY 8:00 AM Worship 
10:30 AM Worship

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Dec. 31 New Year’s Eve Service at 6:30 PM
Jan. 5 Pioneer Pancake Brunch
Jan. 11 The Cranky Mom Fix
Feb. 8 Healthy Marriage Seminar

ATTENDANCE & OFFERING REPORT 
Last Week’s Attendance: 175    
Year-to-date average attendance: 241

From July 1, 2019 to December 13, 2019
Actual ministry income: $497,054
Actual cost of ministry:           $504,736       
Mortgage balance:                 $1,432,962

Christmas Eve 
Candlelight 

Service at 6:30PM

Christmas Morning 
Worship at 9:00AM

New Year’s Eve 
Worship at 6:30PM
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